بسم الله الرحمن الرحيم 
IN THE NAME OF ALLAH, THE MOST GRACIOUS THE MOST MERCIFUL 
السلام عليكم ورحمة الله وبركاته 
PEACE AND BLESSINGS OF ALLH BE UPON YOU 

PEACE ACADEMY ARABIC SPELLING BEE RULES 

(Revised Jan 2007)

1. Contestants participating in Peace Academy Arabic Spelling Bee must be in grades kindergarten-eight at the time of their individual school finals, and must not have reached their sixteenth birthday on or before the date of the national finals. Any contestant who fails to appear at the PEACE ACADEMY ARABIC SPELLING BEE is automatically disqualified from advancement to the next level. Once a contestant has been disqualified, at any level of a sponsor’s spelling bee program, the contestant remains disqualified. The contestant may not seek advancement in any other Spelling Bee program through another sponsor and/or enrollment in another school.
2. PEACE ACADEMY ARABIC SPELLING BEE will be an oral competition, with eliminations on a “miss-and-out” basis in the traditional Spelling Bee manner. 

3. Words used in the PEACE ACADEMY ARABIC SPELLING BEE will be selected from (Al-Wasitt dictionary المعجم الوسيط and Al-Wajiz dictionary المعجم الوجيز) translated from Arabic to English language.

4. Words shall be pronounced according to Fus-hhaفصحى  dialogue and to the diacritical markings in (Al-Wasitt dictionary المعجم الوسيط and Al-Wajiz dictionary المعجم الوجيز) and it’s Addenda Section, from which the pronouncer shall select the definition or definitions (in Arabic and English) that he/she gives. With the approval of the judges, the pronouncer may give a fuller explanation of the meaning of the word to supplement the dictionary definition or definitions quoted. 

5. In competition, after the pronouncer gives the contestant a word, the contestant will be encouraged to pronounce the word before spelling it and after spelling it. However, no contestant will be eliminated for failing to pronounce a word. 
6. The contestant may request the pronouncer to pronounce the word again, define it in Arabic or/and English, gives (the root الجذر الثلاثي) or use it in a sentence. The pronouncer shall grant all such requests until the judges agree that the word has been made reasonably clear to the contestant. 

7. The role of the pronouncer is to correctly pronounce the word and give a sentence, definition in Arabic or/and English, the root الجذر الثلاثي, and other information about the word at the speller’s request. The role of the judges is to determine whether the contestant has spelled the word correctly. The role of the contestant is (1) to gather as much information as possible to help the contestant spell the word correctly, and (2) to spell the word correctly. The judges may not disqualify a contestant for asking a question. 

8. Having started to spell a word, a contestant may stop and start over, retracing the spelling from the beginning, but in retracing there can be no change of letters or their sequence from those first pronounced. If letters or their sequences are changed in the respelling the speller will be eliminated. 

9. The ARABIC SPELLING BEE shall be conducted in rounds. Each contestant remaining in the Bee at the start of a round shall spell one word in the round, except as indicated in Rules 10A-10C. 

10. A. DETERMINING THE WINNER AND THE ALTERNATE


When the contestants are reduced to two. The elimination procedure changes. If only one of the two contestants remaining in the Bee at the start of a round spells a word correctly during that round, that contestant shall be given and opportunity to spell another word from the word list. 

10.A.1 If that contestant succeeds in correctly spelling the new word, that contestant shall be declared the winner. The remaining contestant will be declared the alternate. 

10.A.2.If that contestant misspells the new word, then another round begins with both contestants spelling in their original order. 

Under no circumstances will any contestant be asked to correct the misspelling of another speller. 

10. B. If there are 3 or more contestants, and all but one of the contestants misspells his/her word, then the student who spelled his/her word correctly will be given a final word to spell. 
10.A.1 If that student spells the final word correctly, he/she is declared the winner. Then, all the other contestants from that round will compete for the alternate position, maintaining the original contestant order. 

10.A.2 If that student misspells the final word, then all contestants from that round will be reinstated, and the next round will proceeds, maintaining the original contestant order. 

10. C. Alternate Spell-off: After the winner has been declared, in order to determine the alternate (when 3 or more students are in the final round) – all those in the final round who misspelled their word will be given another word and the bee will continue in rounds until there are two contestants as described in 10A. the winner of this alternate spell-off will be declared the alternate. 

11. Al-Wasitt dictionary المعجم الوسيط and Al-Wajiz dictionary المعجم الوجيز, and it’s Addenda Section, shall serve as the final authority for the spelling for words. If more than one spelling is listed for a word, any of these spellings will be accepted as correct if the word either matches the pronunciation and definition provided by the ponouncer, or if it is clearly identified as being a standard variant of the word that the contestant has been asked to spell.

12. If a word has one or more homonyms, The pronouncer has to pronounce also the vowels (Harakat الحركات – ضمة، فتحة، كسرة، الخ) 

13. The most important vowels to be pronounced: الشّدّة، تنوين ضم، تنوين فتح، تنوين كسر 
14. When the word includes the letter (hamza), the contestant has to mention what kind, i.e. همزة مد، همزة على واو، همزة على كرسي
15. the letters have to be pronounced exactly as they are taught in fus’ha dialogue: 
أ: الفALEF 

ب: با\باءBA 
ت: تا\تاءTA 
ث: ثا\ثاءthA 
ج: جيمJEEM 
ح: حا\حاءHHAA 
خ: خا\خاءKHA 
د: دالDAL 
ذ: ذالTHAL 
ر: را\راءRA 
ز: زاي\زَيْنZAY 
س: سينSEEN 
ش: شينSHEEN 
ص: صادSSADD 
ض: ضادDDHAD 
ط: طاTTA 
ظ: ظاDHA 
ف: فا\فاءFA 
ق: قافQAF 
ك: كافKAF 
ل: لامLAM 
م: ميم MEEM 
ن: نونNOON 
هـ: ها\هاءHA 
و: واوWOW 
ي: يا\ياء YA 
ء: همزةHAMZAH 
ى: الف مقصورةALEF-MAQSSOORAH 

ة: تا مربوطة TA-MARBOOTTAH 

ه: ها مربوطة HA-MARBOOTTAH 
16. GRIEVANCES or QUESTIONS – The DEADLINE for filing a grievance is before the contestant affected would have received his/her next word had he/she stayed in the contest. Grievances pertaining to PEACE ACADEMY ARABIC SPELLING BEE must be made orally and in person before the deadline has passed. The person making the grievance must alert PEACE ACADEMY employee, who is not on stage, to make known the fact that he/she has a question, request that the SPELLING BEE be paused, and appear before the judges immediately to state the issue privately. Grievances can only be filed with the judges by a contestant, relative of the contestant or employee of the contestant’s school and/or district. 

17. The judges will not entertain appeals from any individual seeking to dislodge another speller from the competition. 

18. THE JUDGES ARE IN COMPLETE CONTROL OF THE SPELLING BEE. THEIR DECISIONS ARE FINAL – ON ALL QUESTIONS. 

Our Dua’a is asking Allah (SWT) to make this successful and beneficial for everyone and Alhamdulellah. 
Assalamu Alaykom Wa Rahmatoo Allah wa Barakatoh 

